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MORE INFORMATION:  

We will finish out the 2020 show with:   

Event will include a catered meal, presentation by J.I. Case Heritage 
Foundation Board Member explaining the vision & mission of their 
organization, and video pertaining to the construction of the 150 HP 
Case Steam Engine that will be featured at our 2021 Show, plus live 
entertainment by Adam Gardano, world champion finger guitarist.  

• • 

The Norm Hays family made a major donation to be used toward the 
construction of a new 60 x 120 ft. post frame building. The building 
pad, located west of the Wright Building, has been surveyed and 
White Bros. has been contracted to haul & level fill dirt.  The dirt 
was donated by the City & a grant to complete the project has been 
submitted to the Dane Hansen Foundation.  Once all financing is 
secured, construction can begin & hopefully the building will be 
completed and ready to use during our 2020 Show. 

HAYS BUILDING 



 

 

I hope this finds everyone in good health and spirits. 
This has been a very crazy year so far, but hopefully by 
this summer things will get back to normal. I would 
also like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 
has helped the Tri-State Antique Engine and Threshers 
Association by monetary or exhibit donations, as well 
as those donating their time and talents. It is all greatly 
appreciated. 
 

Thanks to the investment, involvement, and hard work 
of everyone our show has consistently grew in size and 
scope. Much of this expansion is thanks to the efforts of 
Rod Klepper who has been able to locate funding 
through grants for many of our projects. There are 
always projects in the works and I would encourage 
anyone who would like to get involved to do so. We 
have a broad range of projects so we also need a broad 
range of talents. Or if you would like to learn we are 
always looking for people to help with demonstrations. 
 

Once again, I would like to say thank you to everyone 
who helps out not just during the show but also 
throughout the year. I know sometimes in the hectic 
pace of life and preparing for the show things get 
overlooked, but please know that everyone’s 
contributions are greatly appreciated. And if you would 
like to get involved but not sure how just let me know. 
We always have more ideas than time and hands to 
complete them. I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
2020 show. 
 

Thanks, 
Dennis Wright 
 

 

WORLD'S LARGEST 
STEAM ENGINE 

 
With the support from Bird City Century II, 
we have made arrangements with Kory 
Anderson and the J.I. Case Heritage 
Foundation for his 150 H.P. Case Steam 
Engine to be featured at our 2021 Tri-State 
Antique Engine & Thresher show.   
 

At a cost  of over one and a half million 
dollars and 8000 man hours this steam 
engine is 15 feet wide, 14 feet tall and about 
28 feet long and weighs about 75,000 lbs., it 
is larger than the biggest tractor that is built 
today. 
 

This is a once in a life time opportunity for 
this area, so make plans to attend! 

As a member of the Northwest Kansas Museum Association & a participant in their Passport Program, 
our Show Grounds will be open to the public and available for private tours.  Tours will include buildings 
set up with permeant displays: Eggers Wright Building, Bacon Building, School House, Sod House, 
Church, Car & Tractor Museum, Tool Museum, Observatory & Horse Drawn Equipment lot. All tours will 
be accompanied by a member guide.     
 

Suggested Tour Fees: $7.00 per Adult, $3.00 per Child donation to the Association.  This is another way 
to draw awareness to our Association.  

Memorial Day - Labor Day 
Call:  

 

 



This is a portion of an article that that was left at the Neville 
Church during the 2019 Steam Engine and Thresher Show. 
The author and printing of this article is unknown. 
 

Neville Church Celebrated Its Golden Anniversary 
 

The Neville Church which is located about 16 miles southwest of St. Francis, Kansas was the scene of a 
gala occasion Sunday, Dec. 22, 1960. Friends, old members, present members, and members to be in the 
numbers of about 110 gathered to celebrate the Golden Anniversary of the dedication of the present 
church building. The original dedication was held on Dec. 10, 1910. This was the dedication of the 
building, not the church organization, which had been started several years before this. This time cars were 
gathered all around the church—50 years ago only 1 car was there. That doesn’t mean they didn’t have a 
crowd, they did; the rest came in vehicles drawn by horses which were tied to a long hitching rack south of 
the church. 
 

Of the original members at the dedication fifty years ago only three were able to be at the anniversary but 
there were several friends who had been at the dedication who were able to be there. The morning was 
taken up with Sunday school and the regular Church Services. However, the congregation was honored to 
have Dr. Throckmorton from Hays give the morning address. The services were followed by a bountiful 
dinner ably served by the ladies of the church under the supervision of Mrs. Ralph McGowan. The guest 
table was decorated around the center piece which was a beautifully decorated cake in the shape of an open 
Bible, baked and decorated by Mrs. Don Valin of Bird City. 
 

During the meal there was much, “well, hello there, I haven’t seen you for a long time”, “Do you remember 
so and so?” “Do you remember this or that incident?” A time for reminiscence. After the meal everyone 
went back upstairs to listen to a lovely program under the direction of Mrs. Tracy DeFries.  
 

The program opened with the song, “The Little Brown Church”. Then Mrs. Floyd Blue gave an article 
about the Rural Church. Mrs. Rex Hevner read a theme, “The Neville Church,” written by her sister, Mrs. 
Stanley Rieb. This was followed by a solo by Mrs. Paul Robinson. An interesting time followed when Mrs. 
Floyd Blue read some of the letters which she had received from people that could not be present. Time did 
not permit her to read all of them. Pictures taken years ago were circulated for everyone to see. Mr. D.O. 
Fortmeyer, one of the original members told about the early church and the building of the building. The 
ground was donated by Mr. and Mrs. George Neville, Sr., hence the name, “Neville Church.” 
 

The building is the original, but of course it has had many face liftings and new coverings. The latest done 
this time by loving members. It was painted and polished until it fairly shone for this grand occasion. “The 
celebration of the Golden Anniversary of its Dedication.” 
 

Mr. and Mrs. D.O. Fortmeyer and Mrs. Walter Bardwell were the 3 members who had been present at the 
dedication. Mr. and Mrs. Fortmeyer had four generations at the anniversary. Mr. and Mrs. Fortmeyer, 
their daughter, Ms. Leon Trumbull, their granddaughter, Mrs. Rex Hevner, and their great- grandchildren, 
Larry, Craig and Jodene Hevner. These descendants have been baptized in this little rural church and 
attended no other church except to visit. Mrs. Fortmeyer’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Fortmeyer, were 
charter members of this church so this makes the 5th generation to attend hers. Mrs. Bardwell is also a 
descend from Mr. And Mrs. William Fortmeyer and Mrs. Floyd Blue is a daughter of Mrs. Bardwell. Mrs. 
Blue has also attended this church all of her life. 
 

A wonderful day, wonderful memories, and a salute to the people who through the years have kept this 
little church standing straight and tall out on the vast expanse of – first, the prairies-and now, the waving 
fields of wheat. God Bless you everyone. 
 

The minister of the Neville Church during this time was Rev. Paul Robinson. 

Country Church  
The Neville Church service will be held at the show grounds 

Sunday, August 2nd from 9:00-9:30 a.m.   

 



 Larry & Willie designed and installed a ramp on the front of the Red House. 

 Gerald & Willie installed four new hydrants in our water loading dock. 

 We purchased six blank oak  beams to be used for future wagon tongues. 

 We patched the ceilings, installed additional peg board and painted the interior of the Red House. 

 Larry Shults installed a covered roof and painted the north end of the Red House. 

 Ethan Young installed boomless spray nozzles and a new pump on our small sprayer. 

 Ken Beougher planted the corn in 40” rows to be picked by a horse drawn picker during our fall show. 

 We hired Andrest Repair to install a new head and tune up our Grass Hopper mower. 

 Gerald Wright completed a major overhaul, including installing a rebuilt radiator on our fork lift. 

 Gerald Wright & Tucker Burr dug and installed a French drain & ladder, and rocked the bottom in our 
water loading dock. 

 Dennis Wright used their trencher and dug ditches from Building 5 to the Red House and Observatory 
and between the Wright and Doarsch - Sawyer Buildings. 

 Willie Martinez spent days cleaning, sorting and installing antique tools on the walls of the Red House. 

 Gerald & Rodney Neitzel designed and built nineteen sign posts to hold banners for Bird City and our 
Show Grounds. 

 Rodney Neitzel attached the banners & installed the signs on the main street into down town Bird City. 

 The Association purchased a used 60 inch Bad Boy zero turn mower that had been used  less than 50 
hrs. for $3500. Thanks go to Dan Bower for arranging our bargain. 

 We had a major motor overhaul done on our Ford loader tractor. Gerald Wright supervising the 
removal and reinstall of the loader. 

 Purchased a complete two cabinet Snap On tool set from Charlie Damm at a greatly reduced price. 

 Hosted the Bird City-McDonald 4th of July Fireworks program with an estimated crowd of over 1500 
people in attendance. 

 Over the winter, Howard Raymond worked on our 100 year old Titan tractor. 

 Lynn & Terry Glasco cleaned out the Beougher-Busse Building in advance of installation of asphalt 
millings for the floor. 

 Mike & Ben McGilvrey  bound two wagon loads of wheat in preparation of our 2019 show. 

 Larry Shults hung 3 Fresno dirt scrapers that Norm Dorsch painted in the Beougher-Busse building. 

 Larry Shults straightened the side walls and installed anchor bolts in the Beougher-Busse building. 

 Joshua & Samantha Keltz had a Western Themed Wedding on our Show Grounds on August 3, 2019.  

 Gerald Wright enlarged the holes and installed a new shear bolt in our large tractor mower. 

 Ned Smith used his sweep cultivator and worked the land that Century II has provided us. 

 Larry Shults removed the telescope, cleaned the interior and prepared the Observatory for moving. 

 Willie Martinez arranged for Star House Moving to move &  install on a cement slab our Observatory. 

 Larry Shults removed the old wiring, straightened the west wall and installed additional supports in 
the Observatory. 

 Rodney Neitzel & Willie Martinez installed wiring and LED colored lights on the 43 Holiday Stars 
purchased by community members in December.  

 We purchased a tool box, tools, large vice and infrared propane heater from Rosemary Powell. 

 



 Dale and Avis Hazuka donated a Cream Separator they used for flowers.  We cleaned it and painted it 
black and gold and have it on display in the Creamery area. 

 Cheylin School District 103 donated the Historical Bird City Observatory to the Association. 

 Sheridan County Historical Society donated a Horse Surrey Trainer, Lister, Planter & 40 Sign Posts. 

 Gary Taylor donated a boat trailer and, designed & built racks to transport and store the Holiday 
Stars during the off season. 

 Dennis & Don Wright donated the seed and planted our wheat for next year. 

 Phyllis Cass donated a magnetic sign machine, including all the equipment and material needed. 

 The Goodland Museum donated a label machine they received for the Schneider Dept. store. 

 Lois Morelock donated a Moz All self-propelled mower with a new motor in excellent condition . 

 The Art Wilkens family donated heavy duty paneling to line the lower walls of the Leach-Hendricks 
barn. 

 The Hempler Family donated an International Model Tractor in excellent condition. 

 Brendon Haack donated a large assortment of shop supplies and equipment. 

 Richard Kvasnicka from Winona, KS donated an original barn hay grapple to install on the front of 
the Leach-Hendricks Barn. 

 The Briney Family donated a Steam Engine Water Wagon. Ken Beougher helped pick up and deliver 
to the Show Grounds.  

 Steve Horn provided a large assortment of horse harness including single trees in excellent 
condition. 

 Zenith Motors in Kansas City donated a large drill press. Royce Chambers & Gerald Wright made a 
round trip to Kansas City to pickup a trailer load of items. 

 Iris Mcintosh donated a 1986 Dodge automobile. 

 Kent & Patty Klepper donated  a large tent. 

 City of McDonald donated three bleachers. 

 Bird City Library donated a large glass display 
case    in excellent condition. 

 The Art Wilkens family donated several heavy-
duty trash containers. 

 Dawn Harper donated a player piano and several 
music rolls to go into the Eggers Building. 

 



 

MAIN CHECKING ACCOUNT - $11,681 
 

WRIGHT BUILDING - $8,084 
 

THRESHER ASSOCIATION ENDOWMENT - $40,935 
 

 
 

                
 

STARTS AT 10:00AM  

 

It’s been a good year for our Association.   
  

» We received several grants that were used for projects on the Show Grounds. 

» We received notice from the Cheyenne County Appraiser Office that our 45 acres of land and 
buildings have an appraised value of $546,310.  

» One of highlights of the Annual Meeting was the announcement the balance in our Endowment 
Account. 

» Our Endowment Account is an important part of guaranteeing the future of our Association & our 
plan is to continue donate to the plan & not make any withdrawals  until it reaches $50,000. Once we 
reach the $50,000, if needed the annual withdrawal would be limited to 5% of the balance. This 
guarantees the account will grow over the years & provide additional income for growth or 
emergencies. 

» The best time to donate to our Endowment Account is Century II Match Day when your donation is 
doubled!  

» Thanks to the generosity of the Norm Hays family & several other donors we received over $70,000 
from the Century II 2019 Match Day in January. 

 
Please plan to join us for our 
4th Annual Fall Show!  This 
has become a big event for 
us and is perfect for guests 
of all ages! We have received 
lots of positive feedback 
regarding our Fall Events. Each year we have 
seen an increase in attendance of both teams & 
guests.  Mark your calendar, this is an event you 
won’t want to miss. 

Visitors who attend our Mule & Draft Horse Show on October 10th, will be able to enjoy the Maize & 
Show for only $10 per Adult, $5 per Child. 
 

These events have been a great way to draw awareness to our Show Grounds and  increase our annual 
income.   

This year we will plant a special sorghum and 
create a "MAIZE" on our Show Grounds. The 
Maize will be open to the public on the weekends.  
Special school, families & groups who make 
advance reservations will be able to utilize the 
Maize at a discounted rate during week days. 
 
 
 

Fall Mule & Draft Horse Show   

October 3rd  
thru 

October 18th 
 



Time seems to fly by so quickly and it will soon be time for 
another Thresher Show.  2020 has been a year of 
conditions that have been stressful, to say the least. Here’ 
hoping it will get better and better. 
 

I would like to extend my heart felt THANK YOU to “The 
Ladies of McDonald” for the amazing and beautiful quilts 
that were displayed at the 2019 Show.  Those quilts were 
filled with the talent and love of the ladies who made 
them.  They were awesomely awesome!! 
 

I would like to give a special thank you to Janice Antholz 
for all of her help.  “The Ladies of McDonald” have a rich 
history of quilting together for many years. 
 

We are still located across from the caboose and next to 
the Print Shop. Take care and stay well. We hope to see you at the 2020 Show.   

 

By: Marcia Hickert   

I, Rex Weishapl, along with Gerald Wright and 3 year old 
Xavier Weishapl headed out to Goessel, Kansas for the 2020 
KAESSA state boiler meeting with Royce Chambers, Norm 
Hays, Randy Paden, and Bob Gallo.  

Topics of discussion included the always heated argument of 
underage kids operating Steam Engines, which Gerald has a 
strong opinion about. The younger tech savvy generation 
presented the way we do our boiler reports on google drive 
for safekeeping and faster transmission of information. This 
year's meeting was short and included a flue rolling 
demonstration. Gerald also got the opportunity to experience 
what it is like to travel with a youngster again.  

Safety is always the number one concern with antique boilers 
and with that being said, stay safe and we hope to see you all 
at the 2020 Tri-State Antique Engine and Thresher Show.  

 

Thanks to Nex-Tex, who have generously 
agreed to provide a $2,000 grant to be 
used toward wages for a summer intern.   
 

For the summer of 2020, we will have 
Grace Wright a Junior at Cheylin , who 
has been helping with projects for the 
Show for years. 
 

She is the 4th generation of the Wright 
Family to be involved in the Association.  

 

Thanks to the Bird City Century II 
Foundation, who rented us an additional 
29 acres of farm land adjacent to our 
Show Grounds for a dollar a year. 
Currently planted with wheat we are 
planning to eventually rotate crops to 
include corn & milo. The land gives us a 
larger field for plowing demonstrations 
and will generate additional income for 
the Association.  

 



Tri-State Antique Engine & Threshers Association 

PO Box 9 

Bird City, KS  67731-0009 

 

Camping / RV Electric Hookups  
 

 Camping is available at T-N-T RV Parking, located along US 
Hwy 36, approximately ¼ mile from the show grounds.  They 
have 30 & 50 amp electric hookups and water.  

 

For reservations call:  785-734-7100 
 

 

 

 

 
During our Annual 

Meeting the following 
increase in Membership & 

Admission was approved.  
 

 
Yearly Membership:  $25.00  

Includes;  Three Day Pass,  
Souvenir Show Button,  

Quarterly E-Mail &  Yearly Newsletter 
 
 

Three Day Pass: $20.00  
Includes; Souvenir Show Button 

 
 

Daily Admission: $10.00  
 

Children (12 & under): $5.00  
 

Children (5 & under):  Free  


